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Intr o to the Compendium by Senor Rai 

I am so honored and pleased to be asked to write the intro for the new COMPENDIUM!   Imagine being 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ мпΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 
almost twenty (watch it Greg!) I find my love for ABBOTTS has not waned one bit in almost 55 years, and 
to write about the greatest convention in the world.  When I was 14 I received my first Catalog, I still 
have it, the book looks worn and tattered,(watch it again Greg) but I still love it! I can still quote the 
entire price list! (And MƛŎƘŜŀƭ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ L ΨƳ ǎŜƴƛƭŜΣ bhT true!  I forgot where I live but I still 
remember everything in that book.  I bought everything I could. And dreamed of going to the Get-
Together, but you see, I was already working night clubs on a regular basis and could not get to any 
conventions, in my entire life .Outside of Abbotts I have only attended about 5 conventions.  I was asked  
so many times to perform, but when doing 2 or 3 shows a night, it was impossible.  I hated those 
conventions, the phoniness, being unable to connect with the other pros etc.  So I said the hell with 
them!   UNTIL Abbotts!   I was enroute to a gig and it was opening day that year, so I stopped by, for a 
one day registration.  And the love affair began. I was floored by the little high school showroom and all 
the folks there, everone was openly kind and warm.  I was hooked.   
 
The show that night had me rollingΣ ǿƛǘƘ hǘǘƻ ²ŜǎǘƭȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎǘǎΦ  L ƪƴŜǿ ƴƻ 
one, only Harry Blackstone, because I had met him in New York.  Before I left Colon that day, I felt I knew 
everyone there and they had been great to little me.  I vowed to return when I could stay for the run.  I 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ !ōōƻǘǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ р ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ DŜt-together 
is like NO other convention!   It takes place in a small Midwestern town outside of Battle Creek.  I was 
astounded to see the Amish buggies on the streets, and magic being performed in the streets 
everywhere.  All the eating places were full of magicians, doing magic for each other.  I was used to 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ άƻƴέ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ dressed in casual summer clothes. 
 
I recognized some famous faces, and then I realized I knew quite a few of them from seeing them 
perform in magazines etc.  And everyone was mingling together.  After the evening shows everyone 
would gather at the American Legion for cocktails, I never remembered leaving, but knew I had a great 
time!  The days were filled with Talent shows, lectures etc.  I got to know Greg and Debbie very well, 
spent a lot of time in their home, as with Harry and Gay.  Greg became a very close friend, he showed 
me every thing there is about Abbotts.   I saw the old catalog coming to life before me eyes, Greg took 
me to the workshop, I saw all the patterns for tricks and illusions, and could name every one. I grew to 
ƭƻǾŜ /ƻƭƻƴΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ 
magic being done at the next table.(Do NOT miss the pancakes at the M and M diner!)   I found I was 
ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ DǊŜƎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜōōƛŜ ǘƻ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƻǊ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ WŜǊǊȅ /ƻƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ όDƻŘ 
Bless him)  The great Neil Foster became a close friend, after I got to know him.  Then there was my 
darling Merrelyn who grew up with Harry. Ah the stories I could tell!   I was with Harry in New York 
when he was doing his show on Broadway, and all we did was talk about Colon!  So, I did my route so I 
could always be in Colon for the Get-together.   Greg always brought in the greatest acts in magic, even 
if he lost money; he wanted to be sure that the public would get the very best in the magic world.  The 
ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘΣ ǎƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōƻƻƪ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ  LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ 
say I got  Shimada for Greg as we were working together that season, and I got him hooked on Colon.  
¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǘŜƭǎ ƛƴ /ƻƭŘǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǊ 
Sturgis.   There are lakeside cabins for rent, and you can always graō ŀ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ 
sell magic out of there trucks, but if Greg catches you, he will beat you senseless.  Just kidding, but even 
L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳŀƎƛŎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ   IŜ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŀƭŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƎƛŎ 
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ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻΩŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ Ƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ tŀƭΣ ǿŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ /ƘǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ DǊŜƎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
time a magic WALK of FAME to honor everyone who has done the get-together.  I designed the logo, 
and will do everything I can to make this a tourist attraŎǘƛƻƴΗ Wǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΦ   hƘΣ ŀƴŘ L ƳǳǎǘƴΩǘ 
forget the opening day party, and the last day party. Where everyone just lets their hair down and 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀƛǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ   ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 
chaƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ŎƭƛǉǳŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  !ōō 
Dickson one year had a Hawaiian party and invited every one! And everyone came.   Colon was never 
the same.  One year were had all the west coast magi there.    
 
The Get-together is like a rough diamond.  You have to experience it to know.  I know this year will be 
ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀŎǘ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƻǳǘΦ  LΩƳ not 
quite sure if I can make it as my problem with the after effects  of a broken back will allow me to travel, 
But believe Me I will get a blow by blow from pals Richard Hughes, Artie Kidwell, Mark, Jim, Jeff, Steve 
and all the great guys on the backstage crew.  If this will be your first time, be prepared for the greatest 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ   ¢ƘŜ Cŀōǳƭƻǳǎ !ōōƻǘǘΩǎ DŜǘ-together!    (This was written with all the love and 
respect I can muster)       
 
SENOR RAI 
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History  of Abbott Magic 

Magic ɀ Its  History ɀ Its Place 
by Abbott Magic - 1956 

The origin of Magic stretches so far back into the annals of history that it is difficult to trace. 
 
Many hundreds of years before Christ, Magic held sway.  The early Magi were the learned men 
among the people. These Magi had not only the ability of treating the native's physical ailments, but 
also those of the mental and spiritual as well. These were the times when "Black Magic" was used 
to induce either good or evil. The medicine man or Magi of his tribe treated ailments through his 
knowledge of herbs and roots coupled with his knowledge of the occult. He employed the 
incantation of various prayers and rituals. In ancient Greece and Rome, these men were foremost in 
the history of their time. In the mysterious land of Egypt, these were the ones who through the 
media of Astrology, Astronomy and Necromancy wrote many of the pages of history of that land. 
The Bible makes numerous mention of the Wise Men. They have played a great part in the 
spreading of truth and wisdom down through the ages. 
 
True it is that there have been many changes and the great Art that is Magic has changed with the 
times. In the early European history of Magic,' traveling entertainers were known by the name 
"Jugglers". Italy, the land of great music and art produced many of the early Magicians. 
 
The country of India has always been regarded as a great Mecca for Magic. The land itself conveys a 
mystical atmosphere. Here, for many centuries the Magic has been presented by "fakirs" in the 
street bazaars. The secrets of these "fakirs" were always carefully guarded and handed down from 
one generation to another. This same procedure and presentation was prevalent in China. Chinese 
Magic, however was of a different type. It was always well presented ς the working very well 
understood by the Magician. In this field, as in many others, Western civilization has crept in and 

shown its influence. Although the Street Fakir still exists, there are in these countries today, 
outstanding professional Magicians, presenting their entertainments in much the same way as that 
employed by the Western World Magicians, often too, using apparatus purchased through the 
Western World markets.   
 
Always, from time beginning, the secrets of these men were jealously guarded and preserved. This 
is a significant factor in the modern Magician's practices. Today, the reason lies, not because of the 
superstition that originally surrounded the Art, but because of the fact that there is a degree of 
study and practice associated with it, and when knowledge of the Art is betrayed it loses much of 
its appeal as an entertainment medium which is one of its main functions in the modern world. 
Magic has many functions. First of all, it is a clean, wholesome type of entertainment, for the good 
performer of Magic need not employ coarseness or vulgarity. His is entertainment that the entire 
family can witness together without embarrassment. To the young beginner, it furnishes many 
things - the expansion of his mind, and exercise of his mental faculties - learning and practicing. It 
furnishes the answer to "busy hands and busy minds" engaged in a wholesome and creative 
activity. It supplies also to this beginner, self-confidence - the knowledge and assurance that 

http://www.abbottmagic.com/


9 
 

Abbott Magic Company PHONE 269 432-3235 Table of Contents 

enables him to appear before an audience, which, in itself can be a great asset to him through his 
school years and a good foundation for public work in later life. 
 
Magic becomes, to the hobbyist, the spur of inspiration. It provides relaxation from a busy 

humdrum day. It carries him away into a large and beautiful world of fantasy that rests and 
rejuvenates his mind. 
 
Then, unlike many hobbies, it has its lucrative side as well. Many people have found degrees of 
livelihood from this Art, depending upon their ability and the amount of time they have had to give 
to it. Many young boys have more than earned their education through their ability to entertain 
with Magic. Many men are able to thank Magic for their success in whatever field of work or 
endeavor they were engaged. Magic seems to have a hidden lure which opens the doors of 
opportunity in the business world. 
 
There is another world where Magic plays an important role. This is in the field of religion. In recent 
years, many ministers have seen the advantage in logically using Magic to illustrate the various 
lessons of the Bible. It appears to be a very successful procedure. 
 
Up until a few years ago, it was a most difficult task for one interested in the Art to be able to  
obtain apparatus, secrets, knowhow, etc. However today there are available many sources of 
knowledge and apparatus. 
 
One of the most outstanding of these sources is the organization that has made these delightful 
shows possible for you, an organization that was originally started for one great purpose - to invent, 
manufacture and sell to those interested in the Magic Art the products that would help their 
dreams come true. In this organization, ABBOTT'S MAGIC MANUFACTURING CO., Percy Abbott and 
his partner, Recil Bordner have successfully accomplished these objectives. They have invented, 
manufactured and sold thousands of effects during their twenty-three years of operation. Their 
wares consist of small Magic tricks, to carry around in your pocket for just that "special occasion", 
costing as little as twenty-five cents, to large and spectacular illusions, to be used on stage, costing 
hundreds of dollars. 
 
It would seem that in addition to all the above mentioned benefits of Magic that it has attained two 
rather miraculous things; the first and greatest, I believe, is the wealth of happiness it brings, not 
only to the beholders of the Art, but to the doers as well. The other miracle - the great brotherhood 
that Magic has made possible. Those who love this ancient Art can easily forget the barriers of 
color, race and creed when they are lost in the admiration of the ability of anyone to amaze, baffle 
and bewilder them with a feat of Magic. 
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0ÅÒÃÙȭÓ 3ÔÏÒÙ by Percy Abbott  
1956 

There have been many stories from various walks of life on "starting from scratch" and "building a 
successful business." This is my own personal and intimate story in that respect and I trust that you will 
find in it, not only a general interest, but the knowledge that there are always the heights to climb.  
 
There are many times in life when through what we accept as an unfortunate occurrence, if rightfully 
used, can become our greatest asset. I believe this is true with most misfortunes of life, if we but knew 
how to make use of them. They are a prod to greater achievements.  
 
This occurrence in my life was not misfortune, merely a change in my way of life, but one which required 
adjustment. I had been in show business for many years, had travelled over much of the world's surface, 
seeking, not alone business and money, but adventure and knowledge as well. Then suddenly, my life 
changed and another person became important in my scheme of things. In a small village in Michigan 
where I had gone for a lazy carefree fishing trip, I met the lady who was to be the future Mrs. Abbott. 
We were married two years later, but already I was enjoying, for the first time in my life, the lazy luxury 
of a small town. After our marriage, for a period of nearly five years, we were quite content to work a 
few shows (she became part of the act), in not too distant pastures and to return again to the "home 
town". Money was not an easy commodity to obtain - these were the depression years - but we were 
happy and healthy and there were few requirements. Then, I learned that I was to become a father! 
Needless to say, this was a responsibility that would require more effort, time and money, so what was 
"papa" to do.  
 
Show business was all I had ever really known and I was convinced that I did not want to attempt the 
difficult task of raising a child while trouping. Neither did I wish to leave what was now my world to 
travel around alone, missing much of the companionship which I had enjoyed.  
 
It has always been my habit, when required to do any deep thinking, to play around with ideas in Magic. 
For me, this has been a beneficial way of clearing my mind. So, having something to think through, I 
went alone to our bedroom and there proceeded to look over an accumulation of odds and ends - bits 
of string, rope, playing cards, thimbles. Safety pins. - all those little gadgets with which all Magicians are 
familiar. Suddenly an idea struck! I saw the idea for a new trick - in fact a new principle in Magic. 
Hurriedly I set about constructing "the thing". it soon emerged in a very crude state. Now,  to try it out. 
My good wife was, of course, the chosen victim for this ordeal. If I could fool her, I really had a good 
trick. I located her in the kitchen, preparing a meal, and I am certain that when I suggested she cease her 
labors "to look at a trick", she could have gleefully thrown straight at me the skillet which she was 
holding. However, being a fairly amicable individual, she stopped and watched the άƳƛǊŀŎƭŜέ. AND SHE 
WAS FOOLED! My conversation went something like this. "We're going to start a Magic business, 
manufacturing tricks, and THIS is the first one". The trick was named "Squash". It consisted of the 
instantaneous disappearance of a glass of liquid. Many people have asked me, why the name "Squash"? 
The naming of the effect was a snap decision, as have been all my decisions through the years, in this 
crazy business. The name had sprung up from the recesses of my mind - a hangover from childhood, for 
in my native country of Australia, I had had many times as a child partaken of a soft drink known as 
"Squash". 
 
 Thus, a business was born. Our bank account was well under a hundred dollars and I could see many 
future bills looming, but in small quantities we purchased the needed articles to produce the little trick. 
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Another and another trick was added from my mental storehouse. (Now I knew the reason for the many 
years of travelling the world, of seeing Magic in India, China, of going into out-of-the-way places to see 
Magic never seen by white men before.) This coupled with the kindness of other people made it possible 
for us to hold on until the business started to build up. In passing, I want especially here to mention the 
kindness of a good friend, one I had met and known in many countries throughout the world, a great 
Magician and a great man, Will Nicola. It was to Will I wrote for a small loan to tide me over a short 
period. Needless to say, my request was immediately granted- His loan gave me not only money, but 
courage and faith as well. 
 
The business had been started only a short time when a young man, interested in this strange thing 
called Magic, came to me and asked to toss in his lot with mine to further the interests of this new 
venture. Thus, the partnership between myself and Recil Bordner got its start, and together, without 
ever an argument or critical word, we have operated this unique factory for twenty-three years.  His 
patience and ability have been a great balance wheel for my rather stormy and rapid fire nature. 
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History of the Get Together  by Percy Abbott  
1956 

It all happened in the year 1934. Originally the business was conducted in upstairs quarters, 
rented at a very nominal fee. After Recil Bordner joined forces and expansion was the aim, we 
began looking around hopefully for more space. Within a very short time a building of sorts was 
available. It was a building in which had been housed for many years, a Buggy factory. The 

"buggy" referred to here is the horse-drawn vehicle of the B. A. (before automobiles) era. In 
fact, when we took over the building there still remained, wrapped and stored up against the 
uppermost rafters, a fancy "cutter", the winter substitute for the buggy. The renovating and 

moving to this building, an operation which took a great deal of OUR labor and efforts, was 
accomplished during the spring and early summer months.   
 
Already, news of this new venture had reached the ears of the initiated and we were beginning 
to see the arrival of many interested Magicians.  
 
Because we were proud of our accomplishment and our expansion we wanted to celebrate, so 
it was decided to invite a number of  those followers of the Art to view our handiwork. The 
week of Labor Day was chosen for the occasion and that first year the great number of 
approximately fifty persons arrived. Shows were planned for their entertainment.  Gayety, 
laughter, comradeship and enthusiasm were the order of the day. 
 
That initial affair was such a happy success from the viewpoint of the guests as well as the 
hosts that, on the spur of the moment, a suggestion was voiced, "Let's make this a yearly 
affair." So came the Get-Together. Like a tiny child, nurtured by happy associations, memories, 
the bond of true brotherhood, it grew and grew and grew, until in recent years, despite 
constant improvements, changes, etc., it was impossible to contain itself in the cramped 
environment of a small town. Housing facilities, eating problems became acute, and thus it has 
moved on seeking the most desirable atmosphere. It shall always seek for its guests the most 
that can be offered. 
 
Throughout the many years of its existence THE GET-TOGETHER has remained non-politic, 
non-partisan, and very much nonconformist. There are no barriers erected here. All are 

welcome - the young, the old, the rich, the poor, the black, the white . . . dwellers all, for a 

short time each year in the sharing of secrets, friendships and memories. 
 
Both Recil and myself have established homes in this community. (Recil has two boys and I two 
boys and two girls.) We have been able to provide a good living for our families, but most of all 
we have found delight and happiness in the thing we were doing and we have, I believe, given 
much to Magic and its followers throughout the world. 
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Do You Remember? 

 
When we had the first Get-Together in the original old building, with the theatre upstairs. The 
only possible entrance and exit for the acts was by means of a ladder to the ground from a side 
window off the stage?  
 

That during these early Get-Togethers in this building - (this may even amaze those very early 

Get-Together goers) that Recil always made it his business to check the foundations of the old 
structures and see that ample supports were there, just in case! ? 

 
That we had a really truly wedding on our stage?   
 
The year - 1948 to be exact, when Jim Sherman brought Edgar Bergen for his first appearance 
on our stage.  Quietly executed, no one, not even the stage electrician, knew that he was to 
appear. It was a thrill long to be remembered.   
 
The year that our youngest, Linda, aged  four, decided that she too should appear on the stage. 
Daddy tried to explain that he was not doing an Act and she would not be making a much 
coveted appearance. But, Oh, she did. and how! On one of the evening shows, during a musical 
Act (one which had, incidentally stayed on stage a little too long), Percy heard constant 
laughter. Sneaking around back stage for a look at the cause, he discovered his smallest, 
perched on the top of the steps leading to the stage, facing the audience and proceeding to 
make ridiculous faces - being careful to keep exact time to the music! Needless to say "Daddy" 
removed her forthwith, and said young lady was severely reprimanded. Arthur Buckley felt very 
fortunate to have caught this complete "act" with his movie camera. 
 
The Get-Together when Gene Bernstein and several other equally charming rogues framed a 
poor defenseless Hypnotist. This unsuspecting young novice had done entirely too much 
bragging about his abilities as a Hypnotist, so the frame-up consisted of allowing him to put a 
young man (already wise to it) in a deep sleep. Everything worked fine until it came time to 
wake him up. In desperation and fearfulness the inexperienced Hypnotist tried again and again -

alas to no avail. He then called on the help of one who really knows - Gene. Gene explained that 
the outcome of the test rested in the hands of the man who put the victim to sleep and he, 
Gene, would suggest that if the young Hyp failed, he had best call an ambulance and rush his 
victim to the hospital as fatal results might ensue. This was, of course, the final straw that 
almost literally "scared the pants" off the performer, who on the pretext of dashing madly for 
an ambulance, instead dashed madly out of town - never to return! 
 
In 1955, a peculiar series of events, a disappointment on an overseas act and an exchange of 
letters brought to the Get Together one of the most unusual acts in existence.  A Genuine 
Crucifixion ς done by one, Chami Kkan, a Peruvian Inca.  By many, we were criticized for having 
this attraction because of it being REAL.  If this had been an illusion , we are certain that the 
presentation of it  would have been a mere trifle when compared to illusions depicting bodies 
sawed in half, heads severed, etc., but due to the fact that it employed the little understood 
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Yogi philosophy ς to some, it became difficult to accept.  Strangely enough, it was the one 
remembered and talked of act for many months after the affair and we received letters with 
ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ 
/ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŜǘ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέΣ ƻǊ άbŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ L ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴέΦ  A debatable and controversial act it is 
true, but the one redeeming feature was that to those who had the opportunity to meet Chami 
Kkan personally, they found him to be a most charming individual. 
 
Almost a volume could be filled with the incidents that have occurred over the years. We are 
sure that all of you have your little pet memories which are very dear to you. We sincerely hope 
that all the memories of our affairs have been happy ones.  These are the 'things' "which moth 
and rust do not corrupt", nor meƴ άōǊŜŀƪǎ through and steal" and let us say that we hope these 
will be part of your celestial luggage. 
 

 
  

http://www.abbottmagic.com/


15 
 

Abbott Magic Company PHONE 269 432-3235 Table of Contents 

Birth of the  Modern Get Together by Recil Bordner  
Excerpts from Recil's article ñFrom the Magic Capitol of the Worldò in 1961 

Feb 1961 - This year, the Magician's Get-Together will be held here in COLON for the first time in nine 
years.  The dates are August 24th, 25th, and 26th, and it will be held in the new High School Auditorium. 
The visiting Magicians will be housed, for the most part, in the homes of the citizens of Colon.  The 
rooms are to be made available through the colon Junior Chamber of Commerce.  The reason for this 
early announcement is to make it possible for you to plan your vacation.  Anyone wanting to rent a 
cottage for that week should write to me soon, as these cottages on the lake are reserved many months 
in advance. 
 
Mar 1961 - Already 31 registrations have been sent in for the 1961 Get-Together to be held here in 
Colon on August 24th, 25th & 26th.  This makes me feel that you really want to see the 'old meeting' 
held back in the MAGIC CAPITOL OF THE WORLD.  It would help us, when you send in your registration, 
if you state what you want for rooming accommodations: a single room; double room; or motel 
reservations in a neighboring town.  Next month we will publish the motel rates and their distances 
from Colon.  If you have attended one of the Colon affairs in the past and would like to stay with a 
particular friend again, let us know who it is and we will do our best to try to accommodate you. 
 
This year the Get Together should be more economical for you than other conventions.  First; the 
registration fee is only $15, which entitles you to all the Big Shows, Night - Before Party, Lectures, and 
other features.  Second: the Junior Chamber of Commerce has informed me that the rooms here in 
Colon will rent for $3 to $4 single and from $4 to $5 double each night.  Third: the meals are all 
reasonably priced and hair-cuts are only $1.25! 
 
May 1961 - We are in the midst of booking acts for the Magic Get Together to be held here in Colon 
between August 23rd and 26th.  The variety of talent already booked promises that this will be the 
BIGGEST & BEST magical convention in the Mid-West.  Registrations are coming in from all over the 
country and everything indicates the attendance for this yearΩs Get Together will be the largest in its 
history!  All seat reservations are being made in the order that the registrations are received.  The big 
public shows will be held in the new Colon Senior High Auditorium. 
 
We have received several lots of old magic to be exchanged for new.  Many of our readers have 
suggested that instead of having the ΨSealed Package Bargain Sale' that we hold a fast Auction instead.  
This appeals to us as there are many rare pieces of apparatus along with the good 'old' magic, this would 
give everyone a better opportunity to get what they want. 
 
How many of you are interested in Ventriloquism?  Paul Stadleman says that he can make a 
Ventriloquist out of anyone who is willing to try in just one week!  He would like to get a number of the 
magicians together for the week of the Get Together and prove it!  So if you are interested write us and 
perhaps we can arrange for this program. 
 
Before this column was squeezed out in the last issue of the New Tops (Editor's note, HMPHH!!) I 
promised to have some data on the motels in the surrounding towns, here it is: BRONSON MICHIGAN 
(12 miles from colon) Bronson Motel, White Swan Motel COLDWATER, MICHIGAN (18 miles east of 
colon) Chester Motel, Crescent Drive Cabins, Dar-Bee Motel, Little King Motel, Coldwater Motor Court, 
New Michigan Motel, Rest Well Motel, {ǘǊƻƴƎΩǎ Motel, Swartz Motel, Town & Country Motel ... 
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June 1961 - Enthusiasm is running high all through the Magic Capitol for the success of this yearΩs Get-
together!  We have received more registrations than ever before at this early date.  More 'name' acts 
have agreed to work including HARRY BLACKSTONE!  All magicians, young and old alike, will be able to 
see three of the best 'Convention' Magic Shows of the year right here in the little town of Colon.  
Besides this, we will have a Night-Before "Magicians Only" Show in the old Colon Opera House, with all 
its old theatrical atmosphere.  We are printing tickets for the Night-Before because there are only 500 
seats in the Opera House. 
 
The Tops junior Magicians Contest is scheduled for Friday afternoon preceding the Close-Up performers.  
The New tops will award the following prizes: 
 
First Prize $25.00 in Merchandise. Winner will also present his act on the Saturday Night Show. 
Second Prize $15.00 in Merchandise 
Three Third Prizes !!! $5.00 in Merchandise to each winner. 
 
Since 1952, when the last Get-Together was held here in Colon, the Church situation has changed 
considerably.  therefore it should not be necessary for anyone to have to drive out of town to attend 
Church Service. 
 
ATTENTION MAGIC MINISTERS 
We are attempting to plan a special seminar on Magic for Ministers at Abbotts Get Together in August  If 
you are planning to attend this event and would be willing to contribute to the program by 
demonstrating your favorite Scripture Magic application, please drop me a line in the next week or ten 
days and I will be happy to work you into the presentation. I feel that a variety of applications and 
demonstrators would be of significant aid to those who attend.  It is always a pleasure to hear from you 
...Rev Donald E Bodley 
 
Oct 1961 - John Braun has done such a good job of writing up the shows and activities of this yearΩs Get-
Together that I will skip all that and just say thanks to all the acts and all the rest who worked to make it 
such a success.  I want to thank all of you good friends who came and contributed to the good fellowship 
and general atmosphere of an old fashioned reunion.  There will definitely be another Get Together, 
however, it is too soon to set a date or make an announcement. 
 
I have visions of what would be an ideal set-up here regarding the show room and sales room as well as 
some improvements in the auditorium.  Then there is the dream of the perfect line up of acts and 
lectures, but all these dreams will have to be tempered in the light of reality.  If you readers who were 
here have any constructive suggestions that you would like to see incorporated into the next gathering 
of magicians here in the Magic Capitol of the World, please send them in. 
 
I want to thank Mr. Blackstone for appearing at the Get together.  I also want to thank him for his 
patience in posing for the many photographers and his interviews with the press concerning his return 
to Colon.  I hope that the stories and photos will appear in the Nationally known magazines that covered 
the gathering. John Kobler, feature writer for the Saturday Evening Post, seems quite certain of having 
his article published sometime this year.  His photographer, Bill bridges, surely must have some prize 
pictures as he used what seemed to be miles of film.  Charles Reynolds, who is an Abbott customer of 
long standing, covered the Get Together for Show Business Illustrated, the new magazine which he is 
now associated. 
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Epilogue:   The Get Together would never again leave Colon and the evening shows are still performed 
in the Colon High School.  Harry Blackstone Sr. would pass away in 1965, but his son Harry Blackstone Jr. 
would appear at 19 different Get Togethers,  usually multiple days and always to sold out audiences.   
 
¢ƘŜ Ψ{ŜŀƭŜŘ tŀŎƪŀƎŜ Bargain Sale' did evolve into an auction and is currently done after the Friday and 
Saturday evening shows by current auctioneer Hank Moorehouse.  
 
Paul Stadleman won his bet and eventually coined the term Vent-O-Rama for his 1 week ventriloquial 
school, which is currently performed by George Schindler on Thursday August 5th at 11am.  Rev Don 
Bodley seminar is now called Magic Ministers and is currently performed by Duane Laflin and is 
scheduled this year for 9am Friday, Aug 6.   
 
The Colon Opera House did ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άbƛƎƘǘ-
.ŜŦƻǊŜ aŀƎƛŎƛŀƴǎ hƴƭȅ {Ƙƻǿέ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
now the Wednesday 8pm Evening Show.   
 
The forum for these articles, New Tops Magazine, was in its first year and would continue until 1994 in a 
printed format and currently is available free as an online magazine (Topsmag.com).  
 
The Tops junior Magicians contest has evolved into the Talent Stage Contest with significant increase in 
prize money (at the time of this writing, the 2010 prizes total  $1,100.00) 
 
¢ƘŜ ōǊŀǎƘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ǿƘƻ άǎǉǳŜŜȊŜŘέ wŜŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ мфсм ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ 
ƻŦ !ōōƻǘǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΣ bŜƛƭ CƻǎǘŜǊΦ   
 
Recil Bordner and the Bordner family would continue to be sole owners and operators of Abbott Magic 
for the next 50 years and going strong. 
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Magic Capital of the World  by Patrick West  
1976 Thesis 

 

 

In the study of history, one of the most interesting questions to investigate is, "How did it 

happen?" In this paper the writer will consider the unique subject of how Colon, Michigan came 

to be known by magicians and laymen alike as the "Magic Capital of the World".  

 

The task of determining how any situation or event happens, necessarily involves an 

investigation of the past occurrences leading to the particular event chosen for study. In this case, 

these past events comprise the history of a small southwestern Michigan community located in 

St. Joseph County. Specifically, the study will concentrate on the years of 1926 through 1975, 

and on one aspect of the communityôs history, namely; the development of the magic business.  

 

A topic such as this leads one to the investigation of the public lives of the individuals directly 

responsible for the establishment and operation of the unique business of manufacturing magical 

effects for magicians. An historical account will also be given of the development of the Abbott 

Magic Get-Together, an annual convention for magicians from around the world which is staged 

in Colon. There will be a discussion of the legitimacy of the claim that Colon is the "Magic 

Capital of the World".  

 

Throughout the investigation, an attempt has been made by the writer to be objective in relating 

the true and factual story of the magic business in Colon. Before examining the arrival of 

Colonôs first magician, it is prudent to look at the physical features of the area, the founding of 

the community, and its early history. In order to do this, one must begin with the year 1829.  

 

In that year, 1829, Roswell Shellhous traveled from Ohio to the newly organized St. Joseph 

County where he built a two-room log cabin on the Nottawa prairie. His cabin was used as a 

hotel by land-lookers who came into the county to observe what was described as: "...the best 

county in the state .... The soil is exceedingly fertile, and consists principally of oak openings and 

prairies with innumerable water privileges."  

 

Roswell Shelhous moved on to Illinois, but he had encouraged his brother Lorancie to come to 

the area.  

 

Lorancie Shellhous arrived at the present-day location of Colon in 1830, and bought the land on 

Swan Creek which later became the mill site. Lorancie went back to Ohio after purchasing the 

land and returned with his family and two other brothers (George and Martin) in May of 1831. 

That spring he built a cabin at the mill site and, after making his own plow, planted six acres of 

prairie" ... growing vegetables, melons, and broom corn". In the fall of 1831, Charles Palmer 

arrived and purchased 300 acres east of Swan Creek. Palmer, his wife and six children lived out 

the winter of 1831-32 with Lorancie and his wife and their five children. The following spring, 

Palmer built his own cabin, alleviating what must have been, at the least, a tense situation for the 

two families.  
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Colonôs first industry began that spring when Shellhous constructed a saw mill at the dam where 

Palmer Lake flows into Swan Creek. Shellhousôs mill produced 1,200 feet of lumber before the 

dam was washed out that year. Lorancie sold his mill site to his brother Martin, in order to 

finance the building of a new dam.  

 

After surviving a severe attack of the "fever and ague", the tiny settlement progressed toward 

becoming a village. In 1832 George Shellhous and a man known as Indian Trader Hatch survey 

that plat of land that was later to become the village which lies between Palmer Lake and 

Sturgeon Lake. It was then that the name for the new village was decided upon. Lorancie 

Shellhous turned randomly in a dictionary to the word "colon" and remarked, "We will call it 

Colon, for the lake and river correspond in their relations exactly to the position of the colon."  

 

Colon grew and developed much 

in the usual fashion of many rural 

Michigan communities, 

progressing in population, 

agriculture and industries through 

the second half of the 19th 

century. By 1839, Colon had a 

post office which received mail 

once a week. In 1837, Colon could 

boast of a log school house, 24 

feet square. A frame school had 

been erected by 1847. The 

villagers were very conscious of 

their duty to provide higher 

education for their children. 

Following a common practice of 

the day, they sold stock to local 

citizens and established a seminary. The school was organized in 1858 and operated until 1867 

when the brick structure housing the school was rented to the school board.  

 

Businesses in Colon also grew in number during the years of 1830 through 1900. The E. Hill and 

Sons bank was established in 1870. By 1889 colon had a flour mill, a tannery, a canning factory, 

a machine shop for repairing windmills, a daily stage run to Leonidas, and "two good hotels" 

with telephone connections through Michigan Bell Telephone Company. The village was linked 

to the major cities of Michigan, Indiana and Illinois by rail through the Air Line division of the 

Michigan Central Railroad which had been completed to Colon from Jackson on July 3, 1871.  

 

The medical needs of the community were being met in the early 1860s by the communityôs own 

doctor and druggist. The social and spiritual aspects of community life were served by a Masonic 

Lodge and four churches; the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Universalist. The trappings of 

civil ization had come to Colon.  

 

Colon developed into a vigorous agricultural community in the latter half of the 19th century. In 

1876 agricultural products shipped from Colon on the Michigan Central Railroad were listed as 
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follows: 745 barrels of flour, 26 cars of hogs, six cars of sheep, five cars of cattle, 46,450 bushels 

of grain. The first decade of the 20th century found Colon a well-developed village and the 

community was incorporated as such. Another industry had come to town ... a knitting factory 

which in the year 1903 produced 58,457 dozen pairs of knit gloves and mittens. Social life in the 

community was further augmented during the first and second decades of the 20th century by 

road show companies performing at the Hill Opera House which had a seating capacity of 800. 

Further entertainment was provided in the early 20ôs when the people were treated to silent 

movies at the Dreamland Theater. Educational opportunities were increased by the construction 

of a library and a new high school. A fire department was established in 1904 following a fire 

which destroyed two major buildings. In short, Colon developed in much the same way as other 

farming communities in Michigan. Colonôs history, however, was to take a unique turn in the 

summer of 1926 when a man by the name of Harry Blackstone visited Colon.  

 

Harry Blackstone was one of the more 

prominent stage magicians of the 1920ôs and 

30ôs. Harry Bouton (Blackstone was his stage 

name) was born in Chicago, the son of a hat 

maker. He and his brother Peter began their 

stage careers doing comedy magic. Gradually, 

the art evolved into a full evening show of 

illusions with Harry doing the performing and 

Peter working behind the scenes building the 

illusions. Blackstoneôs show grew in size and 

by 1927 a crew of a dozen people worked and 

traveled with Blackstone.  

 

During the off-seasons of the early 20ôs, Blackstone and his troop traveled to West Lake near 

Kalamazoo to refit old equipment, build new effects, and relax. The company grew too large for 

the accommodations at West Lake and Blackstone looked elsewhere for a summer place. In the 

summer of 1926, his wife, Inez, drove her car south (by chance) from Kalamazoo through 

Leonidas and into Colon. At the western edge of the village she noticed Angel Island in Sturgeon 

Lake. Upon investigation, she found that the island was for sale, and she placed a down payment 

on the property. Harry found that the island was ideally suited for his purposes. There was a 

frame house and a large barn where the stage equipment could be stored and many animals 

which were used in the show could be kept. The barn would also serve as a worship. There were 

several cottages which could be used to house the crew. Blackstone purchased the island that 

summer and from then until 1949 Blackstone called Colon his home. Blackstone moved to 

California (for health reasons) in 1949. However, he always claimed that he would rather live in 

Colon than anywhere else in the world.  

 

Colonôs romance with magic began that summer of 1926. Blackstone gave many of the 

townspeople their first taste of magic at a local citizensô club lawn party that first summer. The 

impression Blackstone made on the people that afternoon was very favorable. The local 

newspaper reported that his performance at the lawn party was the surprise of the afternoon and 

referred to him as the worldôs greatest magician. The townspeople enjoyed having a celebrity in 

their midst.  
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Blackstone Island, as it was renamed, formed a fairy-tale setting in those days. There was only 

one dirt road of access which crossed a small land bridge between the village and the island. 

There were row boats for fishing Sturgeon Lake and the St. Joseph River which flowed through 

the north end of the lake. It was like having one big family for the members of the troop.  

 

A typical day on the island began at about 7:30 a.m., with lazy smoke circling out of the chimney 

from the kitchen cook stove in the main house signaling that it was time for the entire crew, 

sometimes as many as 22 people, to come for breakfast. Afterwards, each person would go about 

his assigned duties.  

 

The stock boyôs duties included looking after the livestock which included a camel, a horse, and 

many smaller animals and fowl such as: ducks, geese, doves, and, of course, rabbits. Those 

involved with the actual presentations of the show had to rehearse, particularly the new tricks. 

Set designers and stage hands were busy building and designing stage equipment and painting 

the backdrops, curtains, and other stage scenery. Everyone put in a full dayôs work.  

 

Another large meal would be served at the main house in the evening. On many occasions, the 

generous Blackstone would add to 

the numerous table guests by 

inviting friends from the village to 

dinner. Frequently, other magicians 

came to the island to visit the well-

known magician and, they too 

became members of the household 

for the duration of their visits. 

Colonôs summers were from this 

time on transformed by the many 

unusual and exciting happenings 

related to magic.  

 

Such was the spring and the 

summer of 1927, which found 

Blackstone at home in Colon after 

closing his road show in South Bend, Indiana for the season. The month of May was a busy one 

for the crew, taking care of the "carloads" of equipment. It should be mentioned here that the 

show traveled by rail; Blackstone rented an entire Pullman car for his troupe and a box car for 

the equipment. Extra space for magical equipment was gained by using the passengersô luggage 

space in the baggage car. Each member of the show was allowed to take only carry-on luggage.  

 

That May the crew was especially preparing new illusions to be presented by Blackstone at the 

second annual convention at the International Brotherhood of Magicians, of which he was vice-

president. It was at this convention in Kenton, Ohio that Blackstone renewed an 

acquaintanceship with an Australian magician, Percy Abbott. Blackstone invited Abbott to 

returned to Colon with him to enjoy some fishing and the relaxing environment of the small 

town. The local citizens were so preoccupied and awed by Blackstoneôs underwater escape in 
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Sturgeon Lake, that the man who would be most responsible for making Colon the "Magic 

Capital of the World" went unnoticed. The local newspaper stated that a crowd of nearly 2,000 

was on hand for the feat, which created a traffic jam on the island. Blackstone was bound up in 

rope by " ...local and well-known people who were sure they could bind Harry so that he could 

not loosen the shackles ..." He was then placed in a box and the lid nailed shut. The box was 

lowered into Sturgeon Lake and a short time later Blackstone appeared on the dock. Publicity for 

the event was well done and "Two moving picture operators were on hand to film the feat ..." 

Blackstone certainly was the "worldôs greatest magician" as far as the people of Colon were 

concerned.  

 

When Percy Abbott arrived in Colon that summer, he intended to relax, visit with Blackstone, do 

a little fishing, and then resume his tour of the United States. Instead, he stayed a life-time in 

Colon. He married a local girl, raised four children, and founded what was to become the largest 

magic manufacturing company in the world. Over the course of the next 30 years, Abbott was to 

become a name known the world over by magicians. Though Percy Abbott never took the place 

of Harry Blackstone in the hearts of his fellow "Colonites", he did as much or more to put Colon 

"on the map".  

 

At this point, it is proper to include a 

little background material on Percy 

Abbott. Abbott was a native 

Australian, came from humble origins. 

He lost his parents early in life and 

was raised by a strict aunt. Percy 

struck out to make his own way while 

still in his early teens, doing odd jobs 

in Sydney. It was in Sydney where 

Percy became interested in magic and 

opened a magic shop called the Abbott 

Magic Novelty Company. Throughout 

the early 20ôs  he toured the Orient, 

playing many small theaters and 

sometimes earning only enough for 

passage to the next island. He returned to Sydney and his shop periodically, when bookings 

and/or income failed. It was such a tour that brought him to the United States, where he enjoyed 

moderate success. His passport listed England as his destination, but he was not to arrive there 

until 32 years later.  

 

A few days after his arrival at Blackstone Island, Percy met Gladys Goodrich, a local girl, and 

decided to make Colon his home. During the year 1927, Colonôs first magic business was 

"established and arranged" between Abbott and Blackstone. The Blackstone Magic Company, as 

it was called, was dissolved after only 18 months and the men never met publicly or privately for 

the rest of their lives. The great Blackstone never appeared at a Get-Together until after Abbottôs 

death. In his biography, Percy preferred to "...skip over this particular era ..." because it held 

unpleasant memories which were not good for him nor would they be good for the reader.  
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Actually, there was no real scandal behind the split. It was more of a misunderstanding which, 

because of the personalities of the two men, became an irreproachable breach. While on the road, 

Blackstone "traded" an amount of merchandise from the magic shop to a magician for an 

illusion. (An illusion differs from a trick in the size of the presentation, and might be referred to 

as a big trick.) The magician promptly sent to the Blackstone Magic Company the illusion and a 

list of merchandise promised to him by Blackstone. Percy sent the merchandise and assumed that 

the illusion then belonged to the company. Later, Percy sold the illusion to another magician. 

Blackstone finished his tour and returned to Colon, only to find that "his" illusion had been sold. 

The situation simmered for a short time and then a verbal storm erupted when the two men met 

in a local store. Percy closed up the shop and that was the end of Colonôs first magic company.  

 

The history of the magic manufacturing business in Colon from this point on coincides with the 

life of Percy Abbott, rather than Harry Blackstone. While Blackstone brought fame to his name 

as a great magician, "Abbott built a magic manufacturing company which has become world 

famous for its quality-built magical effects.  

 

Following the closing of the magic shop, it was back to the road shows for Abbott. He accepted a 

job working with Jean Huggard in the spring of 1929. Huggard produced a show which had been 

playing at Coney Island, New York successfully for years. 1929 was the year of the stock market 

crash and people had no money to spend on Coney Island or magic shows. After trading an 

illusion for a spare tire, Percy returned to Colon.  

 

Abbott married Gladys Goodrich and they began playing schools and auditoriums. They 

continued this for the next five years, earning a reliable income in a time of financial disaster. 

The couple added to their school dates with theater bookings and two summer sessions with a 

carnival. In February 1934, Abbottôs first child was born. This brought a halt to road shows for 

the couple. Percy felt it was not a good idea to raise children "en route" and the couple settled 

permanently in Colon.  

 

In January of 1934, Abbott opened his second magic company in Colon and named it after the 

shop he had owned in Sydney, Australia. The Abbott Magic Company was located above the 

A& - Grocery. Percy went to the local printer on credit. In order to supplement the income of the 

business during its infancy, Percy continued to play shows at local schools and nearby theaters.  

 

In March of 1934, a young magician from Eaton, Ohio came to Colon to see Abbott about 

enlarging his act. Recil Bordner was that magician and had received one of Percyôs catalogues in 

the mail. The two men had met before in 1931 in Montpelier, Ohio. Percy had been working with 

the Skippy LaMore Show, a road company that did three-act plays. He did magic tricks during 

intermission.  

 

Bordner was the son of a thrifty Ohio farmer. Farming, however, did not appeal to the young 

man and he decided to become a "mind reader" in order to earn enough money to go south for 

the winter. With a cousin as a partner and a home-built radio set, Bordner performed his first and 

last mind-reading act in Hicksville, Ohio. It was his last mind-reading act because people asked 

question which could not be answered. The questions pertaining to the stock market were 

particularly hard. In one incident, a woman followed Bordner back stage, demanding an answer 
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to her question concerning stocks. This experience convinced Recil that it would be safer to 

become a magician. He has seen a hand bill that a magician by the name of Abbott would be 

appearing in Montpelier and decided to attend, hoping to pick up a few pointers from a 

professional.  

 

Following the performance, Recil 

went back stage to meet the 

magician and ask questions. Abbot 

recognized an economic opportunity 

and promptly sold the amateur 

magician three lessons in magic for 

ten dollars.... quite a sizable amount, 

considering the fact that the country 

was in the midst of the Great 

Depression. Bordner received lesson 

number one that night along with a 

small trick. Lesson number two was 

given the following week at the 

same theater in Montpelier when the 

road show returned on its circuit. 

That night the attendance was so 

low that the theater manager canceled the companyôs engagement for the rest of the season. 

Bordner had to travel to Colon in order receive the third lesson. This was Recilôs first visit to 

Colon, where, two years later he was to become a partner in a magic business destined to be the 

largest in the world.  

 

Bordner spent 1932 and 1933 doing small magic in Ohio and Indiana. He enjoyed enough 

success to make him consider enlarging his act to include illusions. He thought this would enable 

him to book carnivals and county fairs. With this in mind, Bordner traveled again to Colon in 

March of 1934 to see Percy Abbott.  

 

Abbott was in debt to the local printer for printing the 20-page catalogue of tricks and again 

recognized an economic 

opportunity in Recil Bordner. He 

convinced Bordner that if he wanted 

to invest in magic, it would be wiser 

to buy into the business of 

manufacturing magic, specifically, 

the Abbott Magic Novelty 

Company. Bordner borrowed 

$1,000 from his father and bought 

half interest in the company, and a 

partnership was formed which 

lasted until 1959.  

 

The new business remained above 
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the grocery store until Labor Day of 1934, when the partners leased a building which had been a 

carriage factory from Atty. Jay Peters. The two-story frame building was well suited for the new 

business with the first floor serving as an office and workshop while the second floor was 

converted into "...a beautiful little theater with proper setting for performing the new magic ...." 

which the firm was to build. During working hours, the second floor was also used as a paint 

shop. The partners painted the building black. Recil used a stencil which he had cut for an 

illusion and painted white skeletons on the structure. The present-day factory is painted in the 

same eerie fashion.  

 

In an attempt to increase lagging sales, the partners decided to hold an open house on Saturday, 

Sept. 15, 1934. Advertisements were placed in trade journals. The event was attended by 80 

magicians and sales totaled $88.00. Magicians came from Kalamazoo, South Bend, Detroit, 

Grand Rapids, Cincinnati, Toledo, and Fort Wayne to watch two hours of magic performed by 

several magicians including Recil Bordner. Abbott acted as master of ceremonies, and his wife, 

Gladys, accompanied the performers on the piano. Following the show, a buffet luncheon was 

served to the performers and audience. The open house was closed to the public in general. 

However, several local dignitaries were invited, including Dr. Niendorf and his wife and the 

Superintendent of 

Schools, A. Jaffe 

and his wife.  

 

Considering the 

one dayôs sales of 

$88.00, the 

occasion had been 

a financial, as well 

as a social, 

success for the 

new partners. 

Encouraged by the 

success of their 

open house, the 

partners gave 

public performances on Nov. 3 and 4 that Autumn. Children were admitted for 10 cents and 

adults for 35 cents. The show was again two hours in length, but this time only two outside acts 

were booked. Abbott and Bordner were the main attractions. Bordner performed "Paintings from 

the Great Beyond" and Percy presented the companyôs "latest magic creations". The success of 

the two public shows and that of the open house convinced the partners to host the first annual 

Abbott Get-Together in the autumn of 1935. That year it was still a one-night affair, held in the 

tiny Abbott Theater which could accommodate an audience of only about 100 people. Again, 

only magicians were invited. It was during this convention that Lester Lake (Marvelo), an escape 

artist, coined the phrase "Magic Capital of the World". He chose this phrase to describe Colon 

because Abbottôs Magic Novelty company was fast becoming a leading producer of magical 

apparatus in the United States; because the Great Blackstone made his home in Colon; and 

because the Abbott Get-Together was becoming a major attraction for magicians. The phrase 

caught on and is still being used today. 
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