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Intr o to the Compendiumby Sue Holstein

Being asked to write this introduction to the Compendium brought a mix of emotiojay, honor,
sadness. Let me explain .

LQY {dzaly |1 2f&KNEIYyYl NNESREG2d2&LNY | 2fadSAy -zadl 3s
Together, and daughter of Bill Smetak, the former stage manager. Dad (Bill) was friends with Werner
Dornfield (Dornyy; the stage manager before him. And so the circle of life hasoed.

When | was a kid, Dad looked forward

G2 'oo02GGQa tA1S I OKAf
My mother was never interested in

magic so she took my brothers and | to
Wisconsin while Dad journeyed to Colon

¢ a place that seemed far, far away from

the northwestside of Chicago. It was a

place, | knew even then, that brought

joy to my father and rejuvenated him.

LG oFayQd dzyiAat L oS3ly
F Oldzr ffte @SYyddzNBR G2 !0
fact, magic and friendship that brought

Mark and | together. Llie did Dad

realize that when he asked me to assist

his friend Mark with a show that the

rest would become history. You see, |

moved out at age 18, so | did not know

GKIFId 5FRQaE FNASYR al NJ
assumed that Mark was a doddering old

guy!

| experBY OSR (GKS 1606200
¢23SHGKSNI F2NJ GKS TFANRI
sister, Sonja (his assistant at the time)

and her best friend. Mark and | were

not yet married. | was 24 years old.

Arriving in Colon | felt surprise. A
sleepy, quiet town with Amish
influence, large open fields, huge
evening skies. No hotel, no movie theatre, no department store, one grocery store, a bank, one
restaurant, two cafes, and two gas stations. For one week a year, the townspeople of Colon open their
homes, yards, basement, sgarooms, and hearts to the hundreds of magicians that descend on this
otherwise quiet place.

I knew the shows took place in the high school auditorium. After all, there is no theatre. | remember
helping Dad fold what seemed to be endless yards of msthefore and after the Get Together. We
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organized his tool kit, his back stage box and all the assorted things needed to turn that gymnasium into

a theatre. And all the while, he regaled me with stories from the Get Togetimaws about friends,

acts,f SOUGdzNBazx O2y@@SNAEFGA2ya FNRY aiGKS o6FO1 NR2Y¢ 217
and his friends gathered after the evening shows).

For the first time in my life, | met the friends my father had talked about for years : Greg and Debbie
Bordne, Hank and Jackie Moorehouse, Gay and Harry Blackstone, Peg Weikal, Harriett Jacobsen,
Gordon (Mike) Miller, Gene Anderson, the Conklin family, Jay and Fran Marshall, Tommy Edwards,
George Johnstone, Neil Foster, Karrell Fox. . . too many friends toandmie. Each and every one of

them embraced me into this truly wonderful family of magic.

I even had the joy of meeting Bob and Elaine Lund, owner of the
American Museum of Magic in Marshall, Michigan. On Sunday after the Get Together, we dradsge to th
incredible collection of magic and histocyand we visited with dear friends who always had time for

anyone who visited. | learned a lot about the history of magic on these tours from both Bob and my
father. | also learned about an importantpartoBm FF § KSNR&a tAFS FyR FTNASYyRao®

Once | attended the first one, | never missed. Many, many people have shared this very same
experience! Returning year after year often means staying with the same family who graciously open

their home, or in the same cabor campground with friends. My father rented the same basement, in

the same home, for decades. Mark and | have stayed with the same Colon family for the last 23 years.
2S500S ¢l GOKSR GKSANJ OKAf RNBY 3INRBg dzLIJHings, ¢hEBrhQPS 4 |
of children and grandchildren, graduations, job changes, retirements, the loss of parents, relocations.
Many attendees and performers make the Get Together a yearly family event bringing their children,
friends, parents, grandparents. . MaQa T YA f & QOghiy Ssier, RIh®iNg, owr SidcaNdnd

nephew; our brother in law brings his parents, our dear friends bring their children and the

AN} YRLI NByia & & & [yR a2 (GKS YI3IAO 2F ! 602G0Q4& D

Overtheyearsmypaky YI IA 0O 3INBLG LOQ@PS KIFIR GKS K2y2N] 2
W2KYy /1t@SNIE {Sy2NI wkAiz wiol 2bD] SND1E2Yy ¢ ESPa R
as did other box jumpers (Lori Uiman and Jania Taylor for examplé). SN | f £ = / 2t 2y | VI
0SOIYS I FlLYAf& I yRcyoKheip @ath eadk lother i WhatkveravayR/@uscan.
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performing on the afternoon matinee or the evening show, performing on this stage is special. It is an

honor to perform where so many great performers have appeared. It feels daunting to perform in front

of so many prestigious magicians, illusionists. For me, this creates more anxiety than almost any other
venueg and then | find myself backstage surrounded by friends and in good hands with the stage crew; |

look into the audience and see cherished friends, el S a dzLJL2 NI Z | YR NBYSYo SNJI &

¢KS KSFENI FyR az2dzZ 2F !1060200Q4a Aa DNB3I YR 5S00A
Mark stage manages. His stage crew is amagimagprofessional team committed to the precise

execution of each siw and lecture. Dedicated and working long hours to ensure that each act is

perfect because nothing less will do. Each act, every performer, becomes a part of this family. And, the
adFr3S ONBg A& Ay AGaStFT | FEY&ACEKS .. RGtAaYPABIAYOY

Abbott Magic Company PHONE 269 432235 Table of Contents



http://www.abbottmagic.com/

LO@S |fa2 KFR (GKS LINRPFT2dzyR K2y 2NJ 2F o0SAy3 |aiSR
l'a 2yS 2F &aSOSNIt 2dzRISasx LQY OKFENHSR gA0GK SgIf
feedback and adce to a performer wanting to grow and develop a magic act or routine. Every
participant on that stage is courageous and has spent long hours rehearsing and showcasing their act.

And, as most performers will tell you, if something is going to go wrangijll usually happen at
loo6o2G0QaH Ly FNRyYyd 2F @2dzNJ LISSNBRSX LINBA&AGAITA2dza L
audiences are supportive and encouraging. Many of us remember what it feels like to be on that stage!

Even today, as | walké halls of the high school auditorium, spend time in the exhibit room, enjoy a

peanut butter milkshake (a tradition at the Get Together), spend time backstage, visit at the Legion or

Five Star Pizza (the current gathering places after the evening sHowsf SSf Y& 51 RQ& LINB A
presence of all those wonderful people who shared his life and this place. | still rejoice in hearing stories
about my Dad from friends who have known him for all those years before | started coming to the Get
Together. X R G KI G Qa ¢ Kdmbre than tekchingltricks antl @chrgile or sharing routines,

AGQa akKFENAY3a &ai02NASE FyR tAFS SELSNASYyOS&as &kl NA
continues, year after year, from one generation to the next.

And to think | almost missed Christmas.
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History of Abbott Magic

Magic z Its History z Its Place
by AbbottMagic - 1956

The origin of Magic stretches so far baato the annals of histgrthat it is difficult totrace.

Many hundreds of years befor€hrist,Magic held sway The early Magi were théearned men
among the people. These Mdwad not only the ability of treating the nativg¥hysical ailments, but
also those of the mentadnd spiritual as well. These were the timgken "Black Magic" wassed
to induceeither good or evil. The mezine man orMagi of his tribe treated ailments through his
knowledge of herbs and roots coupled with Himowledge of the occult. He employed the
incantation of various prayers and rituals.dncient Greece anRBome, thee men werdoremost in
the history of their time. In thanysterious land of Egypt, these were the onelso through the
media of Astrology, Astronomgnd Necromancy wrote many of the pageafshistory of that land.
The Bible makesiumerous mentionof the Wise Men. Theyave played a great part in the
spreading ofruth and wisdom down through the ages.

True it is that there have been many changesl the great Art that is Magic has changeith the
times. In the early European histoof Magic,' taveling entertainers were knowhy the name
"Jugglers". Italy, the land gfeat music and art produced many of tearly Magicians.

The country of India has always bemgarded as a gredleccafor Magic. The landself conveys a
mystical atmosphere. éte, for many centuries the Magic has been presentgd"fakirs" in the
street bazaars. Theecrets of these "fakirs" were always carefglyarded and handed down from
one generation to another. This same procedwaed presentation was prevalent in Chir@2hinese
Magic, however was of a differertype. It was always well presentedthe working very well
understood by the Magiciarin this field, as in many others, Westetivilization has crept in and
shown it influence Although the Street Fakir stillxests, there are in these countries today,
outstandingprofessional Magicians, presenting themtertainmentsin much the same way as that
employed by the Western World Magiciansften too, usingapparatus purchased througthe
WesternWorld markets.

Always, from time beginning, the secretstbése men were jealously guarded amteserved.This
is a significant factor in thenodern Magician's practices. Today, tteason lies, not because of the
superstition thatoriginally surrounded the Art, but baase ofthe fact tha there is a degree of
study ard practice associated with it, and when knowledafehe Art is betrayed it loses much of
its appeal as an entertainment medium whighone of its main functions in the modeworld.
Magichas many functins. First of all, its a clean, wholesome type of entertainmefdr the good
performer of Magic need notmploy coarseness or vulgarity. His is entertainmtiat the entire
family can witnesdogether without embarrassment. To thgoung beginner, it ftnishes many
things - the expansion of his mind, and exercise of iisntal faculties learning and practicing. It
furnishes the anser to "busy hads and busyminds" engaged in a wholesome and creative
activity. It supplies also to this beginneselfconfidence - the knowledge and assurandbat
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enables him to appear before audience, which, in itself can be a great agsehim through his
school years and a goddundation for public work in later life.

Magic becomes, to the hobbyist, the spur ispiration. It provides relaxation frona busy
humdrum day. It carries him away ota large and beautiful world of fanty that rests and
rejuvenates his mind.

Then, unlike many hobbies, it has itgrative side as welMany people havdound degrees of
livelihood from this Artdepending uportheir ability and the amount ofime they have had to give
to it. Many young boyfiave more than earned their educatidhrough their ability to entertain
with Magic. Many men are able to thank Magic for thesucess in whatever field of work or
endeavorthey were engaged. Magic seems to havéhidden lure which opens the doors of
opportunity in the business world.

There is another world where Magic plays an important role. This is in the field of religioneir rec
years, many ministers have seen the advantage in logically using Magic to illustrate the various
lessons of the Bible. It appears to be a very successful procedure.

Up wtil a few years ago, it was a most difficult task for one interested in the Alietable to
obtain apparatus, secrets, knowhow, etc. However today there are available many sources of
knowledge and apparatus.

One of the most outstanding of these sources is the organization that has made these delightful
shows possible for you, anganization that was originally started for one great purpeteinvent,
manufacture and sell to those interested in the Magic Art the products that would help their
dreams come true. In this organization, ABBOTT'S MAGIC MANUFACTURING CO., Percyg Abbott an
his partner, Recil Bordner have successfully accomplished these objectives. They have invented,
manufactured and sold thousands of effects during their twethtye years of operation. Their

wares consist of small Magic tricks, to carry around in yowkebfor just that "special occasion”,
costing as little as twentfive cents, to large and spectacular illusions, to be used on stage, costing
hundreds of dollars.

It would seem that in addition to all the above mentioned benefits of Magic that it Hasat two

rather miraculous things; the first and greatest, | believe, is the wealth of happiness it brings, not
only to the beholders of the Art, but to the doers as well. The other miratie great brotherhood

that Magic has made possible. Those whwe this ancient Art can easily forget the barriers of
color, race and creed when they are lost in the admiration of the ability of anyone to amaze, baffle
and bewilder them with a feat of Magic.
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0 AOA UG Oy Peroyi Abbott
195

There have been manytasies from various walks of lifen "starting from scratch" and "building a
successful business." This is pwn personal andntimate story in that respecand | trust that you will
find init, not only ageneral interest, but the knowledge that theage always the heights to climb.

There are many times in life when througlhat we accept as an unfortunateccurrence if rightfully
used, can become our greateasset. | believe this is true with most misforturafdife, if we but knew
how to makeuseof them. They are a prod to greatachievements.

This occurrence in my life was not misfortunggrely a change in my way of liteyt one which required
adjustment. | hadeen in show business for many years, bastelled over much of the world's sade,
seeking, not alone business and money, adventure and knowledge as well. Then suddenty, life
changed and another person becanmeportant in my scheme of things. Insmall village in Michigan
where | had gone foa lazy carefree fishing trip,niet the lady whowas to be the future Mrs. Abbott.
We weremarried two \ears later, but alreadywas enoying,for the first time in my life, the laziixury
of a small town. After our marriagéor a period é nearly five years, we were quitmntent towork a
few shows (she became past the act), in not too distant pastures and teturn again to the "home
town". Money wasnot an easy commodity to obtainthese werethe depression yearsbut we were
happyand healthy and there were few requiremeniBhen, | learned that | was to become a father!
Needless to say, this was a responsibility tivauld require more effort, time and monegp what was
"papa" to do.

Show business was all | had ever reklipwn and | was convinced that | did not waatattempt the
difficult task of raising a child/hile trouping. Neither did | wish to leawehat was now my world to
travel aroundalone, missing much of the companionshipich | had enjoyed.

It has always been my habit, wheequiredto do any deep thinkig, to play around witlideas in Magic.
For me, this has been lzenefigal way of clearing my mind. Sbavingsomething to think through, |
went aloneto our bedroom and there proceeded to looker an accumulation of odds and endsits

of string, ropeplaying cards, thimblesafety pins.- all those little gadgets with which @dagicians are
familiar. Suddenly an idestruck! | saw the idea for a new trickin fact a new principle in Magic.
Hurriedly |set about constructing "the thing". it soa@merged in a very crude state. Nowo try it out.
My good wife was, of cose, the chosewictim for this ordeal. If | could f her, Ireally had a good
trick. | located her in thé&itchen, preparing a meal, and | am certtiat when | suggested she cealser
labors "tolook at a trick", she could haveegifully thrown straight at me the sket which shewas
holding. However, being a fairly amicalitglividual, she stopped and watched tieY A NJAND SHE
WAS FOOLED! Mypnversation went something likéhis. "We're going to start a Magic business,
manufacturingtricks, and THIS is the first one". The trigks named "§uash". It consisted of the
instantaneouglisappearance ad glass of liquidMany people have asked me, why the natsguash"?
The namig of the effect was asnap decision, as have been all my decisibnsugh the years, in this
crazy business. Theme had sprung ufgom the recesses of myind - a hangover from childhood, for
in my native country of Australial had had manyimes as achild partakenof a softdrink knownas
"Squash”.

Thus, a business was born. Our bank accovad well under a huifred dollars and tould see rany
future bills loomingput in small quantities we purchased the needadicles to produce the little trick
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Anotherand another trick was added from my mengabrehouse. (Now | knew the reasfor the many
yearsof travelling the world, of seeinlylagic in India, Chinaf going into outof-the-way places to see
Magic never seen by whit@en before.) This cougd with the kindnessf other people made it pssible
for usto hold on until the business started to build up.passing, | want especially here to mention the
kindness of a good friend, one | had met dabwn in many countries throughout thgorld, agreat
Magician and a great man, Willicola. It was toill | wrote for a small loato tide me over a short
period. Needbss tosay, my request was immediately grantddisloan gave me not only money, but
courage andaith as well.

The business had beestarted only a Bort time when a young man, intereddein thisstrange thing
called Magic, came to me drasked to toss in his lot with mine to further theterests of this new
venture. Thus, thegartnership between myself and Recil Bordner got its stand together, without
ever an argument or critical word, we have operated this unique factory for twimge years. His
patience and ability have been a great balance wheel for my rather stormy and rapid fire nature.

1886 Perey Abbatt 1960
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History of the Get Together by Percy Abbott
19%6

It all happened in the yeat934. Originally the business was conducted in upstairs quarters,
rented at a very nominal fee. After ReBibrdner joined forces and expansion was #im, we
began looking around hopefully fanore space. Whin a very short time a buildingf sorts was
available. It was a building mwhich had been housed for many yearsBaggy factory. The
"buggy"” referred to herds the horsedrawn vehicle of theB. A. (bebre automobiles) era. In
fact, when we tookover the building there still remained, wrappeghd stored up against the
uppermostrafters, a fancy "cutter”, the winter substituttor the buggy. The renovating and
moving tothis building, an operation which took a gred¢al of OURIabor and efforts, was
accomplishedduring the sprig and early summeanonths.

Already, news of this new venture hadached he ears of the initiated and we wef®ginning
to see the arrival of many interestédagicians.

Because we were proud of our accomplishmeantl our expansion we wanted taelebrate, so
it was decided to invite a numbesf those followers of the Art to view our handiworkhe
week of Labor Day was chosen fibe occasion and that first year the greatumber of
approximately fifty persons arrivedshowswere planned for their entgainment. Gayety,
laughter, comradeship and enthusiasm were the order of the day.

That initial affair was such a happy success from the viewpoint of the guests as well as the
hosts that, on the spur of the moment, a suggestigas voiced, "Let's make this a yearly

affair." So came the Gé&together. Like a tiny child, nurtured by happy associations, memories,
the bond of true brotherhood, it grew and grew and grew, until in recent years, despite
constant improvements, changestc., it was impossible to contain itself in the cramped
environment ofa small town. Housing facilities, eating problems became acute, and thus it has
moved on seekinghe most desirable atmosphere. It shall always seek for its guests the most
that can beoffered.

Throughaut the many years of its existeaTHE GETOGETHR has remained nepolitic,
non-partisan, and very much nonconformisthere are no barriers erectetlere. All are
welcome- the young, the oldthe rich, the poor, the black, thehite . . . dwellers all, for a
short time each year in thgharing of secrets, frigships and memories.

Both Recil and myself have astishedhomes in this community. (Recil has tlwoys and | two
boys and two girls.) We haveen able to provide a good ligrfor ourfamilies, but most of all
we have foun delightand happiness in the thing we were doing amd have, | believe, given
much to Magic andts followers throughout the world.
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Do You Remember?

When we had the firsGetTogether in the original dlbuilding, with the theatre upstairs. The
only possible entrance and exit for the acts was by mefadadder to the ground from a side
window off the stage?

That during these early Gétogethers in this building (this may even amaze those very garl
GetTagether goers) that Recil alwaysade it his business to check the foundations of the old
structures and see that ample supports were there, just in case!

That we had a really truly wedding on our stage?

The year 1948 to be exact, when Jinh&man brought Edgar Bergen for his fiegtpearance
on our stage. Quietly executed, no one, not even the stage electrician, knevheéhais to
appear. It was a thrill long to be remembered.

The year that our youngest, Linda, aged four, decidedshattoo should appear on the stage.
Daddy tried to explain that he was not doing an Act and she would not be making a much
coveted appearance. But, Oh, she did. and how! On one of the evening shows, during a musical
Act (one which hadjncidentally stayed on stage a little too long), Percy heard constant
laughter. Sneaking around back stage for a look at the cause, he discovered his smallest,
perched on the top of the steps leading to the stage, facing the audience and procdeding
make ridiculous facesbeing careful to keep exact time to the music! Needless to say "Daddy"
removed her forthwith, and said young lady was severely reprimanéigtiur Buckleyrelt very
fortunate to havecaught this complete "act" with himovie camera.

The GeiTogether whenGene Bernstein and several other equally charming rogues framed a
poor defenseless Hypnotist. This unsuspecting young novice had done entirely too much
bragging about his abilities as a Hypnotist, so the frameconsisted of allowing him to put a
young ma (already wise to it) in a deep sleep. Everything worked fine until it came time to
wake him up. In desperation and fearfulness the inexperienced Hypnotist tried again and again
alas to no avail. He then called on the help of one who really kr@ene.Gene explained that

the outcome of the test rested in the hands of the man who put the victim to sleep and he,
Gene, would suggest that if the young Hyp failed, he had best call an ambulance and rush his
victim to the hospital as fatal results might ensu€his was, of course, the final straw that
almost literally "scared the pants" off the performexho on the pretext of dashing madly for
anambulance, instead dashed madly out of towmever to return!

In 1955, a peculiar series of events, a disappoerit on an overseas act and an exchange of
letters brought to the Get Together one of the most unusual acts in existence. A Genuine
Crucifixion¢ done by one, Chami Kkan, a Peruvian Inca. By many, we were criticized for having
this attraction because at being REAL. If this had been an illusion , we are certain that the
presentation of it would have been a mere trifle when compared to illusions depicting bodies
sawed in half, heads severed, etc., but due to the fact that it employed the little uroshetst
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Yogi philosophy to some, it became difficult to accept. Strangely enough, it was the one
remembered and talked of act for many months after the affair and we received letters with
jdz2iSa &adzOK |a aL ¢2dAZ R KI @S HREES/ NUzOKZHABEA g RE
| NYZOAFAEA2Y | t2yS 461 & 62NIK GKS LINAOS 2F ((KS
LINA@AT SIS 2F &aSSAy3 | ye A debafadle and corrovérdabact /it HzOA T A
true, but the one redeeming feature wakdt to those who had the opportunity to meet Chami

Kkan personally, they found him to be a most charming individual.

Almost a volume could be filled with thacidents that have occurred over the yeaW§e are
sure that all of you have your little petemories which are very dear to you. VEacerely hope
that all the memories of ouaffairs have been happy one3hese are th&hings' "which moth
and rust do not corrupt'nor mey’ & 0 MiBligh @nd steal" and let usay that we hope thee
will be part d yourcelestial luggage.

ll
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Birth of the Modern Get Together by Recil Bordner
Excerpts fronRecilsar t i cl e AFrom t he Mad9t Capitol of

Feb 1961- This year, the Magician's G&bgether will be held here in COLON for the first timaiire

years. The dates are August 24th, 25th, and 26th, and it will be held in the new High School Auditorium.
The visiting Magicians will be housed, for the most part, in the homes of the citizens of Colon. The
rooms are to be made available through tbelon Junior Chamber of Commerce. The reason for this
early announcement is to make it possible for you to plan your vacation. Anyone wanting to rent a
cottage for that week should write to me soon, as these cottages on the lake are reserved many months
in advance.

Mar 1961- Already 31 registrations have been sent in for the 1961-Tagfether to be held here in
Colon on August 24th, 25th & 26th. This makes me feel that you really want to see the 'old meeting'
held back in the MAGIC CAPITOL OF THE WORLAuId help us, when you send in your registration,

if you state what you want for rooming accommodations: a single room; double room; or motel
resenations in a neighboring town. a@xXt month we will publish the motel rates and their distances
from Cdon. If you have attended @nof the Colon affairs in the past and would like to stay with a
particular friend again, let us know who it is and we will do our best to try to accommodate you.

This year the Get Together should be more economical for yan thither conventions. First; the
registration fee is only $15, which entitles you to all the Big Shows, NiBétore Party, Lectures, and
other features. Second: the Junior Chamber of Commerce has informed me that the rooms here in
Colon will rent for$3 to $4 single and from $4 to $5 double each night. Third: the meals are all
reasonably priced and haiquts are only $1.25!

May 1961- We are in the midst of booking acts for the Magic Get Together to be held here in Colon
between August 23rd and 26thThe variety of talent already booked promises that this will be the
BIGGEST & BEST magical convention in theAldsl. Registrations are coming in from all over the
country andeverything indicates the attendee for this yea® Get Together will be thiargest in its
history! All seat reservations are being made in the order that the registrations are received. The big
public shows will be held in the new Colon Senior High Auditorium.

We have received several lots of old magic to be exchanged for nelany of our readers have
suggested that instead of having tM8ealed Package Bargain Salet thie hold a fast Auction instead.

This appeals to us as there are many rare pieces of apparatus along with the good 'old' magic, this would
give everyone adtter opportunity to get what they want.

How many of you are interested in Ventriloquism? Paul Stadleman says that he can make a
Ventriloguist out of anyone who is willing to try in just one week! He would like to get a number of the
magicians togethefor the week of the Get Together and prove it! So if you are interested write us and
perhaps we can arrange for this program.

Before this column was squeezed out in the last issue of the New Tops (Editor's note, HMPHH!) |
promised to have some data ohd motels in the surrounding towns, here it is: BRONSON MICHIGAN
(12 miles from colon) Bronson Motel, White Swan Motel COLDWATER, MICHIGAN (18 miles east of
colon) Chester MotelCrescentDrive Cabins, Ddsee Motel, Little King Motel, Coldwater Motor Cour

New Michigan Motel, Rest Well Motdl, i NPMb&@I{BavartzMotel, Town & Country Motel ...
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June 1961- Enthusiasm is running high all through the Magic Capitol for the success of th& @ear

together! We have received more registrations than relsefore at this early date. More 'name' acts

have agreed to work including HARRY BLACKSTONE! All magicians, young and old alike, will be able to
see three of the best 'Convention' Magic Shows of the year right here in the little town of Colon.
Besideghis, we will have a NigHBefore "Magicians Only" Show in the old Colon Opera House, with all

its old theatrical atmosphere. We are printing tickets for the Nighfore because there are only 500

seats in the Opera House.

The Tops junior Magicians Ceast is scheduled for Friday afternoprecedingthe CloseUp performers.
The New tops will award the following prizes:

First Prize $25.00 in Merchandise. Winner will also present his act on the Saturday Night Show.
Second Prize $15.00 in Merchandise
Three Third Prizes ! $5.00 in Merchandise to each winner.

Since 1952, when the last Gébgether was held here in Colon, the Church situation has changed
considerably. therefore it should not be necessary for anyone to have to drive out of town to attend
Church Service.

ATTENTION MAGIC MINISTERS

We are attempting to plan a special seminar on Magic for Ministers at Abbotts Get Together in August If
you are planning to attend this event and would be willing to contribute to the program by
demonstrating yourfavorite Scripture Magic application, please drop me a line in the next week or ten
days andl will be happy to work you into the presentation. | feel that a variety of applications and
demonstrators would be of significant aid to those who attend. divimys a pleasure to hear from you
...Rev Donald E Bodley

Oct 1961- John Baun has done such a good job of writing up the shows and activities of thi® yeeir
Together that | will skip all that and just say thanks to all the acts and all the resvartied to make it
such a success. | want to thank alyofi good friends who came and contributed to the good fellowship
and general atmosphere of an old fashioned reunion.er@twill definitely be another Get Together,
however, it is too soon to setdate or make an announcement.

I have visions of what would be an ideal-spthere regarding the show room and sales room as well as
some improvements in the auditorium. @ there is the dream of the perfect line up of acts and
lectures, but all theselreams will have to be tempered in the light of reality. If you readers who were
here have any constructive suggestions that you would like to see incorporated into the next gathering
of magicians here in the Magic Capitol of the World, please send them i

| want to thank Mr. Blackstone for appearing at the Get together. | also want to thank him for his
patience in posing for the many photographers and his interviews with the press concerning his return
to Colon. | hope that the stories and photos wapbear in the Nationally known magazines that covered

the gathering. John Kobler, feature writer for the Saturday Evening Post, seems quite certain of having
his article published sometime this year. His photographer, Bill bridges, surely must haverizene
pictures as he used what seethto be miles of film. Charles Reynolds, who is an Abbott customer of
long standing, covered the Get Together for Show Business lllustrated, the new magazine which he is
now associated.
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Epilogue: The Get Together wad never again leave Colon and the evening shows are still performed
in the Colon High School. Harry Blackstone Sr. would pass away in 1965, but his son Harry Blackstone Jr.
would appear at 19 different Get Togethers, usually multiple days and alwagdtout audiences.

¢CKS W{SItftSR tFO1FI3S .INBIAY {IftSU RAR BidagandS Ayl?2
Saturdayeveningshows by current auctioneer Hank Moorehouse.

Paul Stadleman won his bet and eventually coined the term ‘@Rama for his 1 week ventriloquial
school, which is currently performed by George Schindler on Thursday Adgastiiam. Rev Don
Bodley seminar is now called Magic Ministers and is currently performed by Duane Laflin and is
scheduled this year for 9aniéay, Aug 6.

¢KS /2f2y hLISN} 12dzAS RAR y20( adaNWBAGZS GKS &SI NaRXZ
.SF2NB al3IA0OAlya hyfe ({ Ffaz2 Y2@SR (2 (K
now the Wednesday 8pm Evening Show.

The forum for these articles, New Tops Magazine, was in its first year and would continue until 1994 in a
printed format and currently is available free as an online magazine (Topsmag.com)

The Tops junior Magicians contest has evolved into the Talege$Zantest with significant increase in
prize money (at the time of this writing, the 2010 prizes total $1,100.00)

¢KS ONIAK SRAG2NI K2 adljdsSST SRé wSOAfQa | NIAOES 2
2F 100200Qa TFT2NilFAdde® ySEG wp &SEHNBRX

Recil Bordner and thBordner family would continue to be sole owners and operators of Abbott Magic

for the next 50 yearand going strong
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Magic Capital of the World by Patrick West
1976 Thesis

In the study of history, one of theast interesting questions to investigate is, "How d
happen?" In this paper the writer will consider the unique subject of how Colon, Michiga
to be known by magicians and laymen alike as the "Magic Capithédiorld".

The task of determininghow any situation or event happens, necessarily involve
investigation of the past occurrences leading to the particular event chosen for study. In-
these past events comprise the history of a small southwestern Michigan community Ic
St. Joseph County. Specifically, the study will concentrate on the years of 1926 throuc
and on one aspect of t he -clagomenuohthetmyagic business

A topic such as this leads one to the investigation of the pliNdie of the individuals direct
responsible for the establishment and operation of the unique business of manufacturing
effects for magicians. An historical account will also be given of the development of the
Magic GetTogether, an annuabnvention for magicians from around the world which is st
in Colon. There will be a discussion of the legitimacy of the claim that Colon iSvthagic
Capital of the World".

Throughout the investigation, an attempt has been made by the writeolgebgve in relatin
the true and factual story of the magic business in Colon. Before examining the ar
Colonés first magician, it is prudent t
the community, and its early history. Irder to do this, oneust begin with the year 1829.

In that year, 1829, Roswell Shellhous traveled from Ohio to the newly organized St.
County where he built a twaom log cabin on the Nottawa prairie. His cabin was usec
hotel by landookers who came into the county to observe what was described as: "...t
county in the state .... The soil is exceedingly fertile, and consists principally of oak openi
prairies with innumerable water privilegés

Roswell Shelhous moved on toiribis, but he had encouraged his brotherancie to come 1
the area.

Lorancie Shellhous arrived at the preséay location of Colon in 1830, and bought the lan
Swan Creek which later became the mill site. Lorancie went back to Ohio after puyctha
land and returned with his family and two other brothers (George and Martin) in May o
That spring he built a cabin at the mill site and, after making his own plow, planted six :
prairie” ... growing vegetables, melons, and broom cdmthe fall of 1831, Charles Paln
arrived and purchased 300 acres east of Swan Creek. Palmer, his wife and six children
the winter of 183432 with Lorancie and his wife and their five children. The following sp
Palmer built his own cabimlleviating what must have been, at the least, a tetusgisn for the
two families.
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Colonés first industry began that sprin
Pal mer Lake flows into Swan Cr etlknber s fore th
dam was washed out that year. Lorancie sold his mill site to his brother Martin, in c
finance the building of a new dam.

After surviving a severe attack of the "fever and ague”, the tiny settlement progressec
becominga village. In 1832 George Shellhous and a man known as Indian Trader Hatct
that plat of land that was later to become the village which lies between Palmer L
Sturgeon Lake. It was then that the name for the new village was decided uportid
Shellhous turned randomly in a dictionary to the word "colon" and remarked, "We will
Colon, for the lake and river correspond in their relations extxtlye position of the colon.”

Colon grew and developed mt
in the usual fashion of mgrrural
Michigan communities
progressing in populatio
agriculture and industries throu
the second half of the 1¢
century. By 1839, Colon had
post office which received mi
once a week. In 1837, Colon co
boast of a log school house,
feet sqare. A frame school hi
been erected by 1847. 1
villagers were very conscious
their duty to provide highi
education for their childre
Following a common practice
the day, they sold stock to lo
citizens and established a seminary. The schaal evganized in 1858 and operated until :
when the brick structure housing the schoaswented to the school board.

’
I » -
M - - o

Businesses in Colon also grew in number during the years of 1830 through 1900. The E.
Sons bank was established in 1870.1889 colon had a flour mill, a tannery, a canning fac
a machine shop for repairing windmills, a daily stage run to Leonidas, and "two good
with telephone connections through Michigan Bell Telephone Company. The village wa:
to the majorcities of Michigan, Indiana and lllinois by rail through the Air Line division of
Michigan Central Railroad which had been completed to Cloton Jackson on July 3, 1871.

The medical needs of the community were being met in the early 1860s byrthewca i t y
doctor and druggist. The social and spiritual aspects of community life were served by a
Lodge and four churches; the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Universalist. The trag
civilization had come to Colon.

Colon developd into a vigorous agricultural community in the latter half of the 19th centt
1876 agricultural products shipped from Colon on the Michigan Central Railroad were li

Abbott Magic Company PHONE 269 432235 Table of Contents



http://www.abbottmagic.com/

21

follows: 745 barrels of flour, 26 cars of hogs, six cars of sheep, fivetaadtle, 46,450 bushe
of grain. The first decade of the 20th century found Colon a-aesieloped village and tl
community was incorporated as such. Another industry had come to town ... a knitting
which in the year 1903 produced 58,457 dogains of knit gloves and mittens. Social life in
community was further augmented during the first and second decades of the 20th ce
road show companies performing at the Hill Opera House which had a seating capacit
Further entertainmén was provided in the early 2C¢C
movies at the Dreamland Theater. Educational opportunities were increased by the cor
of a library and a new high school. A fire department was established in 1904 follofia
which destroyed two major buildings. In short, Colon developed in much the same way
farming communities in Michigan. Col onéd
summer of 1926 when a man by the name arfryiBlackstone visite@olon.

Harry Blackstone was one of the m
promi nent stage mag
306s. Harry Bouton
name) was born in Chicago, the son of &
maker. He and his brother Peter began
stage careers doing comedy magicadually
the art evolved into a full evening show
illusions with Harry doing the performing a
Peter working behind the scenes building
il lusions. Bl acksto
by 1927 a crew of a dozen people worleeat
traveled with Blakstone.

A e ~ , 6
During theoffs easons of the early 200s, Bl ack:
Kalamazoo to refit old equipment, build new effects, and relax. The company grew too |.
the accommodations at West Lake and Blackstone looked/leése for a summer place. In
summer of 1926, his wife, Inez, drove her car south (by chance) from Kalamazoo

Leonidas and into Colon. At the western edge of the village she noticed Angel Island in ¢
Lake. Upon investigation, she foundatthe island was for sale, and she placed a down pa
on the property. Harry found that the island was ideally suited for his purposes. Ther
frame house and a large barn where the stage equipment could be stored and man
which were useth the show could be kept. The barn would also serve as a worship. The
several cottages which could be used to house the crew. Blackstone purchased the i
summer and from then until 1949 Blackstone called Colon his home. Blackstone m
California (for health reasons) in 1949. However, he always claimed that he would rathe
Colon than anywhere else in the world.

Colondés romance with magic began that
townspeople their first taste of gpa ¢ at a | oc al citizenséo
impression Blackstone made on the people that afternoon was very favorable. TI
newspaper reported that his performance at the lawn party was the surprise of the after
referreddo him as the worl doés gr eat es tng anelgbritgi
their midst.
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Blackstone Island, as it was renamed, formed a-taley setting in those days. There was
one dirt road of access which crossed a small land bridtyeebn the village and the isla
There were row boats for fishing Sturgeon Lake and the St. Joseph River which flowed
the north end of the lake. It was like having one big family for the menolbéne troop.

A typical day on the island begahabout 7:30 a.m., with lazy smoke circling out of the chin
from the kitchen cook stove in the main house signaling that it was time for the entir
sometimes as many as 22 people, to come for breakfast. Afterwards, each persayovabola
his assigned duties.

The stock boyods duties included | ooking
many smaller animals and fowl such as: ducks, geese, doves, and, of course, rabbi
involved with the actual presentations of the sh@d to rehearse, particularly the new tri
Set designers and stage hands were busy building and designing stage equipment an
t he backdrops, curtains, and ot her st

Another large meal would beeived at the main house in the evening. On many occasiol
generous Blackstone would add
the numerous table guests
inviting friends from the village 1
dinner. Frequently, other magicie
came to the island to visit the w«
known magician and, hey toc
became members of the housel
for the duration of their visit
Col onds summer ¢
time on transformed by the me
unusual and exciton happening
related to magic.

Such was the spring and
summer of 1927, which foul
Blackstoneat home in Colon aft
closing his road show in South Bend, Indlana for the season. The month of May was a |
for the crew, taking care of the "carloads" of equipment. It should be mentioned here
show traveled by rail; Blackstone rented amtire Pullman car for his troupe and a box cal
the equi pment . Extra space for magical
space in the baggage car. Each member of the show was allowed to takergroyn taggage.

That May the crewvas especially preparing new illusions to be presented by Blackstone
second annual convention at the International Brotherhood of Magicians, of which he w
president. It was at this convention in Kenton, Ohio that Blackstone renew
acquantanceship with an Australian magician, Percy Abbott. Blackstone invited Abk
returned to Colon with him to enjoy some fishing and the relaxing environment of the
t own. The | ocal citizens were SO pr scapet
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Sturgeon Lake, that the man who would be most responsible for making Colon the
Capital of the World" went unnoticed. The local newspaper stated that a crowd of near
was on hand for the feat, which created a traffic jam on the isBladkstone was bound up
rope by " ...local and weknown people who were sure they could bind Harry so that he
not loosen the shackles ..." He was then placed in a box and the lid nailed shut. The
lowered into Sturgeon Lake and a shorte later Blackstone appeared on the dock. Publicit
the event was well done and "Two moving picture operators were on hand to film the
Bl ackstone certainly was the "eopeadf Goos we
concerned.

When Percy Abbott arrived in Colon that summer, he intended to relax, visit with Blackst
a little fishing, and then resume his tour of the United States. Instead, he stayetinze life
Colon. He married a local girl, raised four children, anchftad what was to become the lar
magic manufacturing company in the world. Over the course of the next 30 years, Abbor
become a name known the world over by magicians. Though Percy Abbott never took t
of Harry Blackstone in the hearts luk fellow "Colonites”, he did as much oone to put Colo
"on the map".

At this point, it is proper to include
little background material on Pel
- . | Abbott. Abbott was a nati
<= R | Australian, came from humble origil

: i| He lost his parents early in lifend
was raised by a strict aunt. Pe
struck out to make his own way wt
still in his early teens, doing odd jc
in Sydney. It was in Sydney whe
Percy became interested in magic
opened a magic shop called the Ab
Magic Novelty Compny. Throughat
t he e arhe yurez @hé Orier
playing many small theaters ¢
sometimes earning only enough
passage to the next island. He returned to Sydney and his shop periodically, when
and/or income failed. It was such a tour that broughttbithe United States, where he enjc
moderate success. His passport listed England as his destination, but he was na thea
until 32 years later.

A few days after his arrival at Blackstone Island, Percy met Gladys Goodrich, a local ¢
decided to make Colon his home. During
"established and arranged" between Abbott and Blackstone. The Blackstone Magic Con
it was called, was dissolved after only 18 months and the men never metypoibprivately fol
the rest of their lives. The great Blackstone never appeared atladGgtet her unt
death. In his biography, Percy preferred to "...skip over this particular era ..." becaust
unpleasant memories which were nobd for him nor woud they be good for the reader.
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Actually, there was no real scandal behind the split. It was more of a misunderstandin
because of the personalities of the two men, became an irreproachable breach. While or
Blackstone"traded" an amount of merchandise from the magic shop to a magician
illusion. (An illusion differs from a trick in the size of the presentation, and might be refe
as a big trick.) The magician promptly sent to the Blackstone Magic Compaitiysien and :
list of merchandise promised to him by Blackstone. Percy sent the merchandise and ass
the illusion then belonged to the company. Later, Percy sold the illusion to another m
Blackstone finished his tour and returned to Cptomly to find that "his" illusion had been sc
The situation simmered for a short time and then a verbal storm erupted when the two
in a | ocal store. Percy c¢cl osed umnagictcdmpang

The history ofthe magic manufacturing business in Colon from this point on coincides w
life of Percy Abbott, rather than Harry Blackstone. While Blackstone brought fame to hi
as a great magician, "Abbott built a magic manufacturing company which has bexoid
famous for itgquality-built magical effects.

Following the closing of the magic shop, it was back to the road shows for Abbott. He ac:
job working with Jean Huggard in the spring of 1929. Huggard produced a show which h
playing at Coey Island, New York successfully for years. 1929 was the year of the stock
crash and people had no money to spend on Coney Island or magic shows. After tr
illusion for a spare tire, Percy returned to Colon.

Abbott married Gladys Goodricland they began playing schools and auditoriums.
continued this for the next five years, earning a reliable income in a time of financial c
The couple added to their school dates with theater bookings and two summer sessio
carniva. I nFebruary 1934, Abbottdés first chil
the couple. Percy felt it was not a good idea to raise children "en route" and the smitipt
permanently in Colon.

In January of 1934, Abbott opened his second magmpany in Colon and named it after
shop he had owned in Sydney, Australia. The Abbott Magic Company was located at
A& - Grocery. Percy went to the local printer on credit. In order to supplement the incom
business during its infancyeRy continued to play shows at lbsahools and nearby theater:

In March of 1934, a young magician from Eaton, Ohio came to Colon to see Abbot
enl arging his act. Reci | Bordner was th
themail. The two men had met before in 1931 in Montpelier, Ohio. Percy had been worki
the Skippy LaMore Show, a road company that did theplays. He did mag tricks during
intermission.

Bordner was the son of a thrifty Ohio farmer. Farming, éwav, did not appeal to the yot
man and he decided to becomenarid readél in order to earn enough money to go soutt
the winter. With a cousin as a partner and a hbmoik radio set, Bordner performed his first
last mindreading act in HicksWle, Ohio. It was his last minteading act because people as
guestion which could not be answered. The questions pertaining to the stock mark
particularly hard. In one incident, a woman followed Bordner back stage, demanding ar
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to her qustion concerning stocks. This experience convinced Recil that it would be <
become a magician. He has seen a hand bill that a magician by the name of Abbott \
appearing in Montpelier and decided to attend, hoping to pick up aptemters fran a
professional.

Following the performance, Re
went back stage to meet
magician and ask questions. Ab
recognized an economic opportut
and promptly sold the amate
magician three lessons in magic
ten dollars.... quite a sizable amoi
considering the fact that the cour
was in the midst of the Gre
Depression. Bordner received les
number one that night along wit
small trick. Lesson number two w
given the following week at tt
same theater in Montpelier when
road show retrned on its circui
That night the attendance was
l ow that the theater manager cancel ed
Bordner had to travel to Colon in order
Colon, wheretwo years later he was to become a partner in a magic business desbeeti«
largest in the world.

Bordner spent 1932 and 1933 doing small magic in Ohio and Indiana. He enjoyed
success to make him consider enlarging his act to includeiiisHe thought this would ena
him to book carnivals and county fairs. With this in mind, Bordner traveled again to Ci
March of 1934 to see Percy Abbott.

Abbatt was in debt to the local printer for printing the-2fge catalogue of tricks angan

- 5 recognized an econon
opportunity in Recil Bordner. F
convinced Bordner that if he wan
to invest in magic, it would be wis
to buy into the business
manufacturing magic, specifical
the Abbott Magic  Novelt
Company. Bordner  borrow:
$1,000from his father and boug
half interest in the company, ani
partnership was ormed whicl
lasted until 1959.

The new business remained ab

Abbott Magic Company PHONE 269 432235 Table of Contents



http://www.abbottmagic.com/

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































